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Shoin (living quarters)

In a temple, the Shoin usually
refers to the monks’ private living
quarters. Here, the alcoves and
sliding doors burst forth with the
“Four Seasons,” rendered in bold
yet exquisite brush strokes by
contemporary artist Taisuke
Hamada. Each room comes alive
with works titled “Spring Morn-
ing,” “Buds in Early Summer,”
“Sounds of Autumn,” and “New
Snow.”
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Fuusenkan (tea-ceremony room)
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In this Shoin-style structure, members of the ruling Ashikaga clan and
upper class samurai enjoyed the tea ceremony in the 14th to 16th centu-
ries. The tea-ceremony room has a main room with a nobleman’s
entrance and an inner room. The garden has stone lanterns, a stone
washbasin, and a water basin made of rare fossil.
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Five Great Kokuzo Bosatsu (Akasagarbha Bodhisattva),
Tang Dynasty China (Important cultural property)

“Kokuzo” refers to the holding of infinite and never-ending wisdom. The con-
cept was transmitted to Japan in the form of praying to these Buddhist saints
to gain the power of memory. According to some accounts, the great master
Kukai also studied this technique under the eminent scholar Gonso, through
which he gained the insights for starting the Shingon Esoteric Sect. The Five
Great Kokuzo Bosatsu embody this wisdom in the form of five beings in
charge of safety and prosperity. The five statues in Toji Temple were origi-
nally the main deity of the main hall of the Azure Dragon Temple in Changan,
the capital of Tang Dynasty China. The statues crossed the sea to Japan in
847 at the request of the Japanese monk Eun who studied in Tang China. The
facial features and slender body structure of the statues are characteristic of
Song period sculpture, and give a glimpse into the artistic styles employed in
the late Tang period when they were created.
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Aizen Myoo, Edo period

Aizen Myoo is known as the Wise King
of Love who transforms worldly
desires and lust into spiritual enlight-
enment. Today, Aizen Myoo is vener-
ated by many as the deity of match-
making, good fortune, and fertility.
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Kanchi-in Temple
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Kyakuden Guest House (national treasure)

Rebuilt in 1605, this Kyakuden is a classic example of Momoyama period
Shoin-style architecture featuring hip-and-gable roof and cusped gable
eaves. The staggered shelves, board and batten ceiling, bamboo joint tran-
soms, and built-in ornamental doorway suggest daily life, making this build-
ing a precious piece of residential architecture.
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Choja-no-niwa Garden: An Embodiment of Nirvana

Kanchi-in Hall has long been overseen and maintained by the Choja (chief
abbot) of Toji Temple. Choja-no-niwa Garden was newly created in 2017
during the tenure of Toji Temple’s 256th Chief Abbot Shuhen Sunahara, as a
part of the commemorative project for the 1200th anniversary of the
founding of the Shingon Sect. The rock garden embodies nirvana in its
expanse of Shirakawa white gravel with artful arrangements of Japanese
red pine from Okinoshima Island, moss, and rocks from Yoshino and Mori-
yama. It is an expression of the infinite cosmos of Shingon esotericism and
the spirit of nirvana enlightenment.
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Painting of Eagles by Miyamoto Musashi

In the alcove is a vivid depiction of two wild eagles about to attack, painted
with precise, piercing brush strokes like no other. The bamboo forest
painted on the sliding doors conveys a sense of tension and strain as if two
swords are locked in battle. The spirit of Miyamoto Musashi, master of the
two-sword technique, lives on.

Kanchi-in Hall, Research Library for
the Buddhist Shingon Sect

Kanchi-in Hall, the academic center of Toji Temple, houses the nation’s
largest and most well-preserved collection of esoteric Buddhism writings.
In 1308, the Retired Emperor Gouda confined himself in Toji Temple's
Saiin (Mieido) Hall to study the Shingon teachings and to pray for the
prosperity of the temple, which at the time had made a new start center-
ing on the statue of Kobo Daishi (Kukai) in its Saiin Hall. Toji Temple pro-

duced the great erudite monks of the Shingon Sect: Raiho, Goho, and
Ryozen. Goho, in particular, was considered to have no parallel, and in his
later years built Kanchi-in Hall to lay the foundation for the Toji School of
Shingon Esoteric Buddhism. In the 1600s, the Shogun Ieyasu Tokugawa
issued a Black Seal to designate Kanchi-in Hall as the research library for
the Shingon Sect. This religious policy measure by the Shogunate is testi-
mony to the wide recognition of Toji Temple's tradition and the value of
its vast collection of sutras and other sacred writings.




