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The Kory(-ji Temple

The Koryt-ji Temple, belonging to the Shingon sect of Buddhism,
is the oldest temple in Yamashiro, Kyoto. It is said to have been
founded in 603 and is one of seven large temples in Japan constructed
by prince Shétoku (573-621).

The present lecture hall (the K6do) is the oldest building in Kyoto,
constructed in 1165. Enshrined in the lecture hall are a huge, 8-foot
high, seated wooden image of the Amida Nyorai (a national treasure),
a statue of the Jiz6-Basatsu (an important cultural property) to the
right of the Amida Nyorai and a statue of the Koktiz6-Bosatsu (an
important cultural property) to the left. Behind the lecture hall is the
Jognoin (the main hall), where a wooden statue, said by tradition to
be of prince Shotoku at about 33 years of age, is enshrined as the
principal image. The present J6gdin building was reconstructed in
1720.

To the north of the precincts of the temple is the Keigiiin (a national
treasure). This is an octagonal one-story building measuring 7.5 feet
on each side and roofed with Japanese cypress bark. This building
of historical interest was constructed in 1251 and is usually called
the"Hakkakudo (the octagonal hall)" by local residents.

Behind the Joghidin is the Shin-Reihdden (the treasure hall) where
a variety of valuable statues of the Buddha are stored including one
famous wooden statue of the "Miroku-Bosatsu" dating from the
Asuka Period (552-645). It was designated as a national treasure in
1951, becoming the first designated national treasure in Japan.
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