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A place for storing figures of main deities during
restoration work.
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Please come here if you would like to pay respect
to Tachikarao Jinja or Hiraiten Jinja.
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Mikasayama-Ukigumonomine Yohaijo
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This is the place to pay respect to the summit of Mt. Mikasa,
a forbidden mountain to ordinary people since the

establishment of the Shnne, 2
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Ushirodono Kakusha-sampaijo
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This gate has been opened for the first time in these 140 years

and now you can come and visit the sub-altars of deities
against evils.
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Middle Ages. With such an origin, Kasuga Taisha has always received ardent respect from
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The Origin of Kasuga Taisha

Kasuga Taisha' s origin dates back 1,300 years, when Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto, Japan’ s
most powerful deity, was invited to the sacred peak of Mt. Mikasa, a beautiful mountain
behind this site, after the transfer of the national capital to what is now Nara City. In 768
A.D., the shrine grounds were completed with the four altars, that exist today,
respectively for Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto, Futsunushi-no-mikoto, another deity of power
working for nation-building, Amenokoyane-no-mikoto, a deity of wisdom and
fortune-telling, and his wife, Himegami. She was revered as the Sun Goddess in the

the citizens around the nation, even after the center of government moved to Kyoto. The
people’ s ardent faith can be seen everywhere as the grounds are filled with some 3,000
lanterns, stone or bronze, standing or hanging, all donated from worshippers since the
Heian Period.

The vermillion shrine buildings stand out amidst the surrounding greenery as they have
since ancient times, thanks to regular traditional reconstruction and restoration of shrinc
altars, buildings, and even furnishings. With numerous rituals, this is a place of prayers for
peace and prosperity for everybody on earth.
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apanese culture. There is no_equivalent translation, but it is translated by the English word, "shrine" when necessary.



